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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT ADDRESSES THE NATION 

1. SUMMARY. PRESIDENT MENDEZ MADE A TWO-HOUR SPEECH 
MAY 21 GENERALLYREITERATING PREVIOUS GOU POLITICAL POLICY. 

MAJOR POINTS IN SPEECH WERE: (1) AN ENTIRELY NEW, SIMPLER, 

AND FLEXIBLE CONSTITUTION WILL BE WRITTEN, (2) ONLY 
TRADITIONAL, NON-COMMUNIST PARTIES WILL BE LEGAL, (3) 

ELECTIONS WILL NOT BE HELD PRIOR TO THE END OF HIS MANDATE 
(1981), (4) THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM WILL BE REFORMED, 

(5) HE WILL NOT REMAIN IN OFFICE BEYOND HIS PRESENT 

MANDATE AND GENERAL OFFICERS WILL RETIRE IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

ESTABLISHED MILITARY LAW. END SUMMARY. 

2. AFTER A WEEK OF ANTICIPATION, DR. APARICIO MENDEZ' 
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MUCH HERALDED " PRESS CONFERENCE," HELD IN THE INTERIOR CITY 
OF PAYSANDU ON MAY 21, TURNED OUT TO BE A TWO-HOUR-LONG 
LECTURE ON THE POLITICAL HISTORY OF URUGUAY AND OTHER 
SOUTHERN CONE NATIONS AND A REITERATION OF THE BASIC 
POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY OF THE PRESENT URUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT. 
DELIVERED IN A CLEAR IF NOT CONCISE MANNER, THE FORMER LAW- 
PROFESSOR-TURNED-PRESIDENT MADE IT ABUNDANTLY Cl .FAR THAT THE 
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CURRENT REGIME INTENDS TO CONTINUE TO STRESS THE SECURITY OF 
THE NATION AND IMPROVEMENTS IN THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
SPHERES TO THE EXCLUSION, EOR THE TIME BEING, OE PARTISAN 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 

3. PRIOR TO THE SPEECH, CONTRADICTORY RUMORS HAD CIRCULATED 
AS TO WHETHER THE PRESIDENT WOULD ADDRESS THE ISSUES OE 
CONSTITUTIONAL REEORM, POLITICAL PARTY ACTIVITY AND ELECTIONS. 
MENDEZ DID ADDRESS THESE THEMES, BUT LARGELY EROM THE STAND- 
POINT OF HISTORICAL ANALYSIS AND REITERATION OE THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S OET-STATED POLICY THAT IN THE NEAR TERM THERE WILL BE 
NO PARTISAN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES ALLOWED IN URUGUAY. 

4. MAJOR POINTS OF INTEREST WERE THE EOLLOWING: 

(A) CONSTITUTIONAL REEORM. RATHER THAN ONCE AGAIN 
REFORM THE CONSTITUTION, A NEW POLITICAL CHARTER WILL BE 
DEVELOPED BY THE GOVERNMENT AND SUBMITTED TO THE PEOPLE EOR 
RATIFICATION. NO TIMETABLE WAS GIVEN, ALTHOUGH HE NOTED 
THAT THE ADOPTION OP INSTITUTIONAL ACTS WILL CONTINUE TO 

BE USED AS A BASIS EOR THE NEW CONSTITUTION IN THE 
INTERIM. MENDEZ PERSONALLY EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THE NEW 
CONSTITUTION WILL BE SIMPLE AND FLEXIBLE. HE NOTED THAT 
THE U.S. CONSTITUTION HAS ENDURED EOR ALMOST 200 YEARS 
WITH RELATIVELY PEW AMENDMENTS AND THAT GREAT BRITAIN DOES 
NOT HAVE A WRITTEN CONSTITUTION. HE ADDED THAT OVER THE 
COURSE OP TIME THE NEW CONSTITUTION CAN BE AMENDED, WITHOUT 
DISRUPTIONS, THROUGH FUNDAMENTAL, SPECIAL OR REGULAR LAWS. 
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(B) POLITICAL PARTIES: THE ADMINISTRATION WILL DO 
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO ENSURE THE CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF 
THE "TRADITIONAL" (NATIONAL (BLANCO) AND C 

lADO) PARTIES, 

BUT THEIR PUTURE ACTIVITIES WILL BE REGULATED. "INTERNA- 
TIONAL" PARTIES (SUCH AS THE COMMUNISTS) WILL BE BANNED AND 
THE INPLUENCE OF THE PARTIES ON THE ACTUAL CONDUCT OP 
BUSINESS OP THE ELECTED LEADERS WILL BE MINIMIZED. 

(C) ELECTIONS: ELECTIONS WILL NOT BE HELD PRIOR 

TO THE END OP HIS MANDATE (1981). BEPORE ELECTIONS ARE 
HELD, REPORMS WILL HAVE BEEN INSTITUTED. THE REEORM 
PROCESS WILL INCLUDE A CAREPUL REVIEW OF THE TRADITIONAL 
SYSTEM OP DIRECT SUPFRAGE AND OP THE COMPLEX ELECTORAL PROCESS 
INVOLVING PARTIES, PACTIONS, SUBFACTIONS AND COALITIONS. 

(D) THE CURRENT REGIME: MENDEZ EMPHASIZED THAT 
THE CURRENT ADMINISTRATION IS, (I) CIVILIAN-MILITARY, 

(2) A TEAM EFFORT, AND (3) LEGITIMATE AND NOT A DICTATORSHIP. 
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THE PRESIDENT STATED THAT AT THE END OF HIS TERM OF OFFICE, 

OR F ART , TER IF HIS "EQUALS" ASK, HE WILL LEAVE HIS POSITION 
AS WILL THE GENERALS WHEN THEIR LEGAL TOURS OF DUTY ARE UP. 
(NOTE: THE LATTER REMARK REFERRED TO PERSISTENT RUMORS THAT 
SOME GENERAL GRADE OFFICERS WOULD EITHER BE RELUCTANT TO 
RETIRE OR TO BE TRANSFERRED THIS YEAR. SO FAR THIS HAS NOT 
HAPPENED AND THIS LATEST ANNOUNCEMENT SHOULD PUT TO REST 
FURTHER SPECULATION ALONG THOSE LINES.) MENDEZ NOTED THAT 
ONE OF THE INSTITUTIONAL ACTS OF THE GOVERNMENT DISENFRAN- 
CHISES THE MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES, AN ACT, HE SAID, 

THAT DEMONSTRATES THE MILITARY'S GOOD INTENTIONS. 

5. COMMENT: THE GOU PRESS OFFICE PLAYED UP THE SPEECH 
WELL AHEAD OF TIME, EVEN GOING TO THE POINT OF INVITING 
FOREIGN PRESS REPRESENTATIVES TO THE EVENT. THE GOVERNOR 
OF PAYSANDU ALSO INVITED DIPLOMATIC CHIEFS OF MISSION TO 
THE AFFAIR - BUT THEY WERE IN EFFECT DIS-INVITED BY PHONE 
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CALLS FROM THE FONOFF ON MAY 19 ON THE GROUNDS OF NON-AVAILA- 
BILITY OF HOTEL SPACE. DESPITE THE BUILD-UP, THE PRESIDENT 
SAID VIRTUALLY NOTHING WHICH HAD NOT BEEN STATED MANY TIMES 
BEFORE BY HIM, HIS PREDECESSORS, AND/OR OTHER HIGH OFFICIALS. 
HAAHR 
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